
-3- 
The Gomberg-Fredrikson Report 

In the midst of the worst economic downturn in 
decades, 2008 wine shipments to the U.S. wine 
market edged up just 1% to 317 million cases, an 
increase of 3 million cases from 2007. 

California wine shipments to the U.S. home 
market grew by 3.9 million cases, up 2.1%. After price 
hikes due to the weak dollar, bottled imports fell by 
4.2 million cases, or 5%, but bulk imports jumped 
27% as large producers stepped up foreign wine 
sourcing. The net decline in imports was just 1.4 
million cases, or 1.5%. Shipments from other states 
rose by an estimated 500,000 cases. 

As wine continued to inch forward into main-
stream American adult lifestyles, wine industry sales 
expanded in 2008, outperforming many other busi-
nesses. Nonetheless, difficult recession conditions 
brought about changes in consumer behavior that 
made it a difficult year for most segments of the wine 
industry. 

After moving upscale in their purchase patterns 
for years, American consumers, stunned by the eco-
nomic downturn, ratcheted their wine purchases 
down to lower price points. The consumer shift to 
value wines was evident by mid-year, but 
September’s sudden, shocking stock 
market plunge accelerated the switch 
to lower-priced wines. California wine 
marketers faced a fourth quarter 
business climate characterized by 

In a Trying Economy, 2008 Wine Shipments to the U.S. Edged Up Just 1% 

uncertainty and aggravated by relentless reporting of 
bad economic news. Trade buyers became risk 
averse as consumers moved downscale along a wide 
spectrum of price segments. By year-end, frugality 
was the norm and conspicuous consumption lost 
favor, even among those who could afford it. 

Comparisons of 2008 California shipments by 
price segment with GFA 
estimated shipments from 
earlier years in the decade 
illustrates the consumer shift. 
Through 2007, wines priced at  

Large California Wineries Dominated Industry Growth as Consumers Shifted to Value Wines 
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Table Wine (a 247.5 3% 256.0 3% 264.0 3% 273.8 4% 276.6 1% 
Dessert Wine (b 19.0 12% 21.9 15% 24.3 11% 26.2 8% 26.9 3% 
Sparkling Wine 13.2 10% 13.0 -1% 13.6 4% 13.8 2% 13.4 -3% 
Total Wine 279.7 4% 290.9 4% 301.8 4% 313.8 4% 316.9 1% 
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Wine Coolers

The U.S. Wine Market, 1934 to 2008
2008 Wine Volume Grew to 317 Million Cases
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The Gomberg-Fredrikson 2008 Annual Wine Industry Review 

How did the economic meltdown affect the U.S. wine industry in 2008? Say informed! 

Purchase the Gomberg-Fredrikson 2008 annual review for just $295. This vital report includes 

leading winery shipments, historical comparisons, growth by price segment and other informed 

analyses of the complex market conditions facing U.S. wine marketers today.  
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